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OVERVIEW
• Private, selective, liberal arts university 
founded in 1830
• 350 acre suburban campus
• Five schools: Arts & Sciences, Business, 
Leadership, Law and Professional 
Studies
• 840 first-year students – Fall 2018
• 58% public high schools
• 15% first generation
• 35% Students of color; 9% International
Information from: admissions.richmond.edu/studentprofile
• Over 40 different 
topics per term
• fys.richmond.edu
4
First-Year Seminars @ UR
The seminars are focused on 
enhancing critical thinking, writing, 
and communication skills; 
developing the fundamentals of 
research and information literacy; 
and expanding students’ 
awareness of the world around 
them.
Information from: fys.richmond.edu
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FYS FACULTY GUIDE
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Fall/Spring Library Goals
• Fall: Introduction to information sources, 
librarians, and the library. Scholarship as 
conversation.
• Spring: Beyond “OneSearch,” critical literacies’ 
awareness, and knowledge production.
• Each session individualized to class content.
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We are here to help you…
With  ALL of your research needs!
11
12
13
LibGuide Options ~ Activities
LibGuides ~ Scaffolding
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Decision Trees ~ Resources
15
16
Benefits of Scaffolding…
17
“the greatest challenges student researchers face is not 
finding sources, it’s framing good questions, scanning the 
landscape of the literature, interpreting the evidence, 
weighing other people’s interpretations and coming up with 
their own conclusions. But it sure would be nice if finding 
wasn’t so artificially convoluted. It sure would be nice if we 
actually were preparing students with skills and habits that 
served them after graduation rather than teaching them 
arcane processes before we usher them through the gates 
of our walled gardens, waving cheering before we lock the 
doors behind them.”
Barbara Fister, Library Babel Fish | Inside Higher Education, September 19, 2013 18
Questions?
Contact us: Carrie Ludovico (cludovic@richmond.edu)
Carol Wittig (cwittig@richmond.edu)
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